The Iron Horse Comes Through Haymarket

In 1850, the Manassas Gap Railroad Company was chartered – organized by local farmers and merchants to provide rail access between the fertile 
Shenandoah Valley and at markets in Alexandria.

In September 1852, the postal service signed a contract with the Manassas Gap Railroad Company to deliver mail from Manassas Station to Haymarket and further west. The U.S. Postal Service paid the railroad $1,414 a year to carry the mail.

The train was routed through the south side of town, cutting the town from its 
one scenic and recreational area – North Fork Creek – where people could swim 
and have picnics along the banks. 

Animals grazing in the adjoining pastures were startled by the sound of the trains and their whistles and they would break through the fences to go to the creek for drink of water and be hit by the train – causing many lawsuits against the railroad company.

The original Hay Market Train Depot was built in 1858 on the south side of the track by the Manassas Gap Railroad Company on the railroad company’s land.

On Sundays, the depot became a meeting place for people from the countryside who would ride a horse to socialize with their neighbors and pick up the Sunday newspaper.

The train made it easier for city residents to visit friends 
and families in rural Haymarket.

Crowds would gather to watch the trains go by and mail and newspapers from Washington, D.C., were dropped at the depot.

Town residents would pick strawberries that growing along the railroad tracks which they used to make preserves.

The Hay Market Mercantile Company, which was established 1848, was the oldest established business in Prince William County and placed near the 
railroad tracks. The store sold clothing, dry goods, groceries and
 toilet articles and was active well into the 1900s.

Another train station was donated by Col. Newland Talbot De Pauw in 1910 on the north side of the tracks. He wanted to do something nice for the town. He lived at “Waverley” and was very active in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and made a large contribution to the church by assisting with the building of the Parish Hall. He married Hallie Meade of “Meadecroft” – which is the yellow house on Fayette Street across from St. Paul’s Parish Hall - on April 19, 1911.

